
Between 4th and 6th Birthday 

 

GMFCS Level I  
Children get into and out of, and sit in, a chair without the need 
for hand support. Children move from the floor and from chair 
sitting to standing without the need for objects for support. 
Children walk indoors and outdoors, and climb stairs. Emerging 
ability to run and jump. 

 

GMFCS Level II  
Children sit in a chair with both hands free to manipulate objects. 
Children move from the floor to standing and from chair sitting to 
standing but often require a stable surface to push or pull up on 
with their arms. Children walk without the need for any assistive 
mobility device indoors and for short distances on level surfaces 
outdoors. Children climb stairs holding onto a railing but are 
unable to run or jump. 
 

 

GMFCS Level III  
Children sit on a regular chair but may require pelvic or trunk 
support to maximize hand function. Children move in and out of 
chair sitting using a stable surface to push on or pull up with their 
arms. Children walk with an assistive mobility device on level 
surfaces and climb stairs with assistance from an adult. Children 
frequently are transported when travelling for long distances or 
outdoors on uneven terrain. 
 

 

GMFCS Level IV  
Children sit on a chair but need adaptive seating for trunk control 
and to maximize hand function. Children move in and out of chair 
sitting with assistance from an adult or a stable surface to push or 
pull up on with their arms. Children may at best walk short 
distances with a walker and adult supervision but have difficulty 
turning and maintaining balance on uneven surfaces. Children 
are transported in the community. Children may achieve self-
mobility using a power wheelchair. 
 

 

GMFCS Level V  
Physical impairments restrict voluntary control of movement and 
the ability to maintain antigravity head and trunk postures. All 
areas of motor function are limited. Functional limitations in sitting 
and standing are not fully compensated for through the use of 
adaptive equipment and assistive technology. At Level V, children 
have no means of independent mobility and are transported. 
Some children achieve self-mobility using a power wheelchair 
with extensive adaptations. 
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